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Research Programme 

Project update 
Each issue of the newsletter carries a short article on new and ongoing COFORD-funded projects. Feedback on the articles is welcome and should be addressed to the project leaders (contact details at the end of the article).

Achieving effective Rhododendron control (RHODO)

COFORD-funded project investigating environmentally friendly methods for controlling Rhododendron

The RHODO project is one of four being conducted under the COFORD-funded PLANFORBIO research programme. While often celebrated for its annual flowering, rhododendron has the capacity to invade almost any site type and is a particular problem in native woodlands and conservation areas. Once established the multiple shoots and large leaves smother and inhibit the regeneration of the plant species that were previously present on the site, often with a devastating effect on the biodiversity of the local habitat. Rhododendron also acts as a reservoir for the sudden oak death pathogen. 

The research project underway at WIT and UCC aims to develop environmentally friendly methods to control rhododendron as current practices are labour intensive and involve herbicides. This project will investigate the potential of using bio-herbicides against rhododendron, with particular emphases on the wood-rotting fungus Chrondrostereum purpureum. An experiment is also being set up to assess the effectiveness of reducing rhododendron natural regeneration post-clearance by planting holly and birch as competitors. Further objectives of the project have been designed to gain a better understanding of the vegetative characteristics of the plant. Both a study into seed germination and longevity and the development of a key to age young plants will help to better understand and predict how rhododendron spreads so successfully.

For further information, contact Dr Sandra Irwin, Project Manager PLANFORBIO Programme: email: s.irwin@ucc.ie; http://www.ucc.ie/en/planforbio
Back to List of Contents
Erratum

In the project update of the March 2009 newsletter on FUNCTIONALBIO, the tag line “New insect species and some previously unrecorded in Ireland discovered through COFORD-funded forest biodiversity research” is incorrect and should read: “New mite species and some insect species previously unrecorded in Ireland discovered through COFORD-funded biodiversity research”.
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Information and support services 

Forest fungi in Ireland

New publication on forest fungi

COFORD has produced an new book “Forest Fungi in Ireland” by Paul Dowding and Louis Smith. It will be launched at an event on 28 August 2009, and copies can be purchased directly from COFORD via http://www.coford.ie/iopen24/product_info.php?cPath=1173&products_id=966639.

The publication is based on the authors’ experience in Ireland, and is aimed at those interested in mushroom collecting and cooking. It includes a general history of edible fungi, information on the role of fungi in nature and the conservation of wild fungi, and guidelines on finding, using and preserving edible mushrooms. The publication outlines 42 edible mushroom species found in Ireland (all of which have been eaten by the authors), 13 mushroom species best avoided (as they may cause gastric upset to some people, or they could be confused with poisonous species) and 11 poisonous mushrooms that must never be eaten. The publication is supported by photographs, all taken in Ireland , mostly by the authors. 

Further details about the launch event will be posted on www.coford.ie and announced in the next newsletter.
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Bioenergy 2009

17 June 2009

Bioenergy 2009 will take place on Wednesday 17 June 2009. The event will include a half-day conference, trade exhibitions, and visits to on-site wood fuel burners and in-forest thinning and chipping demonstrations. Venue information and programme details are being finalised at present and will be advertised in the next few weeks. The event is being organised by COFORD, Sustainable Energy Ireland and Teagasc and follows on from the highly successful collaboration of the past two years. 

Back to List of Contents
National Forestry Conference 2009: 
Forestry in challenging times - options and opportunities

Friday 27 March 2009, Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise

Output from Ireland's forest industry now accounts for almost 1% of our GDP and our forests will save the taxpayer €220 million in sequestering carbon dioxide emissions over the next 5 years. Ireland's forest industry is now playing a significant role in our nation's economy in addition to employing over 16,000 people. It is our primary carbon sink and is set to play a pivotal role in our National Climate Change Strategy. These were some of the points highlighted at the National Forestry Conference entitled, “Forestry in Challenging times – Options and Opportunities”.

Forestry is an investment that creates real wealth and sustainable employment. As economic and environmental conditions evolve, new opportunities, including climate change mitigation, renewable energy and new building practices are emerging as new markets for forest products and services. Now is the time to grasp these opportunities and move the forest industry into a new phase.

This conference was jointly organised by the National Council of Forest Research (COFORD), the Society of Irish Foresters (SIF), the Irish Timber Growers Association (ITGA), and the Irish Farmers Association (IFA) – Farm Forestry Section. It took place at the Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise, and attracted over 170 delegates. Presentations can be downloaded from www.coford.ie. The programme was chaired by Diarmuid McAree, Chief Forestry Inspector, Forest Service and Pat Hennessy, National Chairman, IFA Farm Forestry Committee, and included the following presentations:

· Welcome address - Michael Lynn, COFORD Chairman

· Opening and keynote address: The EU climate change and energy package – what will it mean for Irish forestry? - Minister Trevor Sargent, TD, Minister of State for Food and Horticulture, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

· The contribution of forestry to the national economy - Dr Richard Moloney, Centre for Policy Studies, University College Cork

· The real rate of return from forestry - and who gets it - John Phelan, Managing Director Woodland Managers Limited

· Forestry - protecting our pensions - Brendan Lacey, Chief Executive Irish Forestry Unit Trust (IForUT) and ITGA Chairman

· Emerging opportunities for forestry and wood in the green economy - Duncan Stewart, Architect and Broadcaster

· Coillte’s business - expanding beyond timber - Tim Crowley, Managing Director Coillte Forest

· Panel discussion

· Closing remarks - Kevin J Hutchinson, President Society of Irish Foresters
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Carbon Corner

Son of Kyoto - Setting the rules and getting the benefits

Mitigation benefits from the forest sector

Greenhouse gas emission reduction targets set under the Kyoto Protocol have been set for the period up to the end of 2012. New, far more ambitious targets are now being negotiated for the post 2012 period. Already, EU Member States have agreed to make an overall 20% reduction in emissions over the period to the end 2020. Reductions up 30% are also on the table, in the event of an international agreement in Copenhagen in December. 

Whether or not there is an international agreement, meeting a 20% reduction target will be onerous for Ireland, particularly for sectors such as agriculture. Meeting the target, however, should provide a big impetus for afforestation, the use of renewable wood energy and the substitution of steel, concrete and other high embodied energy products by the use of timber. 

Passing the low carbon benefits of activities in the forestry sector back to producers and growers requires a new set of rules to be developed and agreed in the period leading up to Copenhagen. The devil is in the detail. Full engagement in the UNFCCC process is necessary to develop the detail and clarity that will enable continued investment in the forestry sector to deliver climate and macro economic benefits in a win-win scenario. For Ireland this means enabling afforestation – expansion of forest cover – and underpinning sustainable management of the existing forest estate by balancing levels of harvest with the need to deliver climate change benefits over the long term. As the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says – the best mitigation benefit from the forest sector will come from a combination of carbon sequestration, use of renewable wood fuel and materials substitution through use of timber in construction and in other applications. 
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WoodWisdom-Net 2 ERA-NET started 
New European research consortium launched

The first phase of the WoodWisdom-Net ERA-NET project officially ended at the end of 2008 and a follow-up project WoodWisdom-Net 2 “Networking and Integration of National Programmes in the Area of Wood Material Science and Engineering in the Forest-Based Value Chains” has been launched under the NMP (Nanosciences, nanotechnologies, materials and new production technologies) Theme of the 7th Framework Programme of the European Union. 

In 2008 the WoodWisdom-Net 2 proposal with 19 partners from 12 countries (including COFORD, Ireland) was successfully evaluated under the Call NMP-2008-4.0-14 “ERA-NET on trans-national co-operation for new innovative products in the forest-based value chains”. The official contract signature process with the European Commission has not yet been completed, but the Consortium was granted a fixed starting date of 1 March 2009 and the network has started to organise the actual work. The official kick-off meeting of the core partners of the WoodWisdom-Net 2 will be held on 23-24 April in Rome. The meeting will be hosted by the Ministry of Agricultural Food and Forestry Policies in Italy. The main objectives are: 

1. Broadening, strengthening, streamlining and deepening the co-operation at the European and national levels within the forest-based sector and with other relevant sectors. The final goal is long-lasting co-operation. 

2. Broadening, deepening, streamlining and strengthening the joint activities, including strengthening the existing ongoing trans-national WoodWisdom-Net Research Programme to cover the whole innovation chain from science to business by launching new calls, reinforcing industry involvement and developing management of a transnational programme. 

3. Launching of two new calls: 

· The first applied research and industrial development call with a focus on wood and fibre based products in autumn 2009. 

· The second call will be focused on consortia combining basic and applied research, and participation of researchers outside EU. The scope is broad covering new and innovative production in forest-based value chains. The call is planned to be launched in autumn 2010. 

The planned calls will involve different types of funding organisations, and additional call funding organisations outside the ERA-NET. The first ERA-NET on wood material science and engineering, WoodWisdom-Net started in 2004 with 12 partners from 5 countries and in 2006 was expanded with 6 new partners (3 countries). The project was initiated as a part of the European Commission’s ERA-NET Scheme which intends to step up co-operation between national research activities. 

WoodWisdom-Net was aimed at preparing and launching a joint, European Research and Technical Development (RTD) programme with common funding and administration. The goal was reached late 2006 when the first joint transnational WoodWisdom-Net Research Programme (2006-11) with 17 projects totalling over 20 M€ was launched. These projects cover topics along the forest-based value chains from forestry, wood formation and logistics, through wood properties, fibre research, new wood-based materials, products and use of wood in construction. Further development of the WoodWisdom-Net Research Programme together with the new partner countries in the consortium will be one of the core activities of WoodWisdom-Net 2. 

For further information, please check the website www.woodwisdom.net and/or subscribe to WoodWisdom-Net eNewsletter through woodwisdom.office@woodwisdom.fi.
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7th Framework Programme update

News and events from FP7

The regular supplement supplied by InnovaWood (click here to download) contains information about:

EVENTS, CONFERENCES AND COURSES 

· Events in brief 

· Joint partnering event for FP7 projects relevant to the forest-based sector 

· Call for abstracts for the Shape Your Sustainability Tools conference (reminder) 

WOODWISDOM-NET 2 (ERA-NET)

EUROPEAN RESEARCH FUNDING 

· TEMPUS – Modernising Higher Education 

· ESF Exploratory Workshops - call for proposals for workshops to be held in 2010, across all scientific domains 

INNOVAWOOD INFORMATION SERVICE 

· InnovaWood projects 

· Forest-Based Sector Technology Platform: the first years
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National & international news

Continuous cover forestry in Europe

29-30 June 2009, UCD

An international conference on continuous cover forestry in Europe will be held at the University College Dublin on 29 and 30 June 2009. Further details can be found on www.ucd.ie/conforest. For further information, contact Dr Aine Ni Dhubhain - email: aine.nidhubhain@ucd.ie
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The 2009 Energy Show and seminars
29-30 April 2009, Dublin

SEI’s Energy Show will take place at the RDS, Dublin on 29 and 30 April. This show is now firmly established as the national showcase event for Ireland’s energy sector. Leading Irish and European product and service suppliers will showcase the very latest in energy innovation at a cutting edge technology and trade exhibition which will offer visitors a unique experience and opportunity to engage experts leading the energy sector both here and abroad.
New for this year’s show is a special feature exhibition of electric and hybrid vehicle options for businesses. Fleet owners and operators can view the latest models available in the market from large trucks, to cargo vans and cars. Visitors can learn how their business could benefit from such higher efficiency vehicles.
With over 160 exhibitors including many from outside Ireland already confirmed this years show promises to be the biggest yet. For a full list of confirmed exhibitors go to www.sei.ie/energyshow. 

In addition to the two-day trade exhibition, the show offers a comprehensive and varied professional seminar programme covering all aspects of energy efficiency and renewable energy relevant to Ireland and Irish business. With leading Irish and European experts speaking and sharing their expertise, delegates attending the seminars will be offered a rare and in-depth understanding of the key principles and techniques in developing low energy buildings. Numbers are limited and in previous years the number of people wishing to attend exceeded the places available. It is recommended therefore that you book early to avoid disappointment. For further information including details on how to register visit www.sei.ie/energyshow. 
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Irish Bioenergy Association seeks part-time Executive Officer

Part time position available

IrBEA is seeking a part time executive officer for the period mid-May to December 2009. The executive officer will work under the direction of the IrBEA management committee, and co-ordinate with the IrBEA administrator, who currently looks after the membership. The person would work on a contract basis, from their own home/office and would be classed as self-employed and be responsible for their own tax and PRSI affairs. Remuneration would include payment at an hourly rate and for documented office (phone, post etc.), travel and other expenses. If you would like to enquire or apply for this job, contact Tadgh Healy at tadhghealy1@eircom.net 
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Forest insurance is essential to protect your forest investment 

Dry weather increases risk of forest fires

Teagasc’s Forestry Development Unit has appealed to all forest owners and rural dwellers to be on the alert for forest fires over the coming weeks. The recent dry weather has already led to forests being lost to fires this year.

Most forest fires occur during the months of March, April and May. Fire danger is increased when there is a lot of dead vegetation (i.e. last year’s dead grass) and brushwood in the forest, especially when combined with low air humidity, and high wind speed. These circumstances exist at present in young plantations and will continue if dry conditions prevail during April and May. 

Extreme care should be taken with cigarettes, matches, barbecues, picnics or glass in forests. It is important to stress that anyone who is suspected of starting a forest fire, even unintentionally, is liable for prosecution. 

The Wildlife Act prohibits the burning of any vegetation within one mile of a forest, unless advance notice is given to the Gardai. It is also an offence to burn vegetation growing on land that is not cultivated between 1 March and 31 August. 

With up to 1,000 hectares of forests lost in some years due to fire it is essential that all productive forests are insured against loss of timber value and to cover the replanting obligation. This is especially important with the imminent changes to the Reconstitution of Woodlands Scheme: damage by fire will not be eligible for grant aid anymore. There are a number of effective insurance policies on offer and forest owners should shop around for the most suitable.
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Accredited training course for timber frame erection crews

Three day training course available

A new City and Guilds accredited training course for timber frame erection crews has been successfully piloted by the Timber Frame Skillnet and will now be rolled out countrywide. Commenting on the training course, Philip Mahony, Manager of the Irish Timber Frame Manufacturers’ Association (ITFMA), said “The importance of erecting a timber frame kit accurately and precisely cannot be overemphasised. While there are many experienced erector crews in the country this is the first time that they will have had the opportunity to gain a formal qualification.” He went on to say that as the market contracts timber frame customers, whether they are developers or self builders, will want to be assured of superior build quality. A fully trained and qualified workforce will be the key to this. “In fact I can envisage the situation in the not too distant future where ITFMA members will only use or employ erectors who have successfully gained their City and Guilds accreditation.”

The training course runs over three days and covers all the essential aspects of timber frame erection from soleplate to roof, placing particular emphasis on the do’s and don’ts. During the three days candidates undergo a number of assessments which must be passed before they can proceed to the next part of the course. The course also includes a rigorous on site evaluation of each candidate to ensure that what has been learnt in the classroom is implemented in practice. The course tutor is David Murray, formerly of TRADA and Crown Timber, and now an independent timber frame and energy consultant.

For further information contact: Philip Mahony – Manager, Irish Timber Frame Manufacturers' Association - tel: (086) 8037686; Email: Philip@itfma.ie.
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